The six Nazis broke into the hovel where he slept with his
aged mother and brother. While the old woman stood terrified
against the wall she saw her son murdered in the flashes of a
pocket torch. He had an eye poked out with the blunt end of
a billiard cue, his throat trodden in with a boot heel, he was
shot, stabbed and bludgeoned, and in all received twenty-nine
wounds.

At the trial the judge said, 'The gravity of the crime is
aggravated by its monstrous barbarity', and sentenced the
six men to death. Hitler began a national campaign to save
them. He telegraphed assuring them of his 'undying loyalty',
proclaimed that their liberation was ca point of honour for the
Nazis'. The blonde Magda Gobbels, Gobbels's wife, who was
expecting about then, told the wives and mothers of Germany
that it was 'an elementary duty of humanity to secure the
release of these men'. I wonder what the old mother of the
victim thought about it, with those flashlit glimpses, those
shots and shouts and blows still in her eyes and ears.

Papen yielded and reprieved the six men. When Hitler
became Chancellor he released them. Applauded by the popu-
lation, the pride of their fellow townsmen, they were marched
in triumph through Potempa and presumably received
that preferment to which their sufferings had entitled them.

I wrote about that time that a period of jungle justice or
revolver rule impended for Germany. I don't think I was far
wrong.

Papen's method of saving Germany from Hitler was to
attack the Constitution, to make gaps in the defences for Hitler
subsequently to walk through. He began with Prussia. Prussia
was in area and population nearly two-thirds of Germany,
and the Socialists were still paramount there. They had the
Prussian Premiership and Ministry of the Interior, which
meant the efficient Prussian police force. Police chiefs and
Prefects everywhere were Socialists. Resolute men, given this
power, could have resisted. But the German Socialists, who
called in the officer caste to suppress the Spartacists in 1919,